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THE FUTURE OF IPTV? | Many
IPTV detractors say the average con-
sumer will not want to interact with
a computer in order to watch TV, But
there are ahernatives. MatrizStream
says its IMX 1000 can provide IPTV with
functionality and programming one
gxpects from a cable box. Maximum
output resolution is 1080-line progres-
sive (1080p) high-definition, with Dolby
Digital surround sound. (Of coursa, the
piciure guality yau recaive will depend
on the quality of your broadband In-
ternet connection.) Unlike a cable box,
though, the INK 1000 does not tether
the user to a local service provider; the
IPTY provider can be located anywhere
in the world.
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Beyond those features, Brady mentions
more Web-oriented IPTV concepts, includ-
ing affordalble videoconferencing, so that
home-based businesses can have the same
capabilitics as large corporatons. Another
likely feature is the ability to record and
view shews remotely, via laptops and even
cell phones. However, a version of that ca-
pabiliy already exists thanks o the Sling-
koo, which debuted in late 2005, Slingbox
i a set-top box that works with almost
ary existing satellite receiver or cable bo,
With Slingbox, you can access whatever i
stored on vour home IVE, from vour Tap-
top in a broadband-equipped hotel room
ot coffechouse—or on your cell phone,

Of course, a big part of IFTV poten-
tial is ire ability o bundle together a variecy
of services, some already existing, nto one
easy-to-use we hope} set-top be,

VIDEO ON DEMAND: IPTV'S KILLER
APP?  Unfortunately, more than half of
AT&TS customers will not ive access
to the fiber-based network that powers
AT&TS U-verse, Which s why the tele-
phone company s launching its own com-
peting service, dubbed Homezone. to which
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80 percent of its custorners should be able
to connect, Unlike U-verse, which streams
a couple hundred channels of traditional
broadcast-style television across fiber, Ho-
mezone relies on EchoStark exdsting [iSH
satellite nevwork for its broadesting, adding
IPTV-based video-on-demand to the ser-
vice via AT& TS existing DSL networks,

For the satellice companics, services such
as Homezone are a great complement. The
technology behind TVBS esentally prohib-
ity video—on-demand, which 5 why DBS
companics such as [HSH and Direc TV have
pushed DVIL technolog such as Tivio, Us-
ing Web-based elements to add video—on-
demand gives 1PBS systems the abilicy to
compete with cable,

Homezonek video-on-demand is pow-
ered by technology developed by Akimbe
Svsterms, A start-up with approsimately
thres and a half years experience, Akimbao
has grown to offer over 11,000 shows in it
current library, from sources including the
BBEC, CINM, Mational Geographic, the His-
tory Channel, the Discovery Channel, the
Learning Channel, and iFilm. “Even the
Tennis Channel and Major League Baseball,
which is one of our biggest new partners,”



